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figured that she didn’t have to pay the tickets. She had about
$5,000 in tickets, and with penalties and other fines, she owed
about $15,000. One day she parked her car on the street and left on
a vacation.

“While she was gone, the local police found the car, compared
it with their records, and towed and sold it. When she returned, she
found a check for $6,000 in the mail and a note from the local city
government. It informed her that they had picked up her $70,000
vehicle, sold it for $21,000, paid her fees and returned the differ-
ence to her.”

Now that’s how everyone should be treated, the UK parking
official says. Get the trash off the street, collect the money. If peo-
ple don’t pay their registration fees or their parking tickets, they
should pay the price. Unregistered or untaxed vehicles, or vehicles
that have unpaid parking fines, are simply large metal boxes and
should be treated like any other refuse found on the street.

“We British are just too nice,” he said. “Most see parking laws
(and this includes many police) as suggestions, not legally bind-
ing. I know you have the problem with uncollected fines in the
States; we have it here, too. My approach, the Range Rover
approach, would go a long way to making that problem go away.”

As we walked back to my digs, we passed a number of traffic
wardens sort of milling about, smoking and talking. “See, they
have no pride. You would never see a London policeman smoking
in uniform. They should be out doing their jobs, not goofing off.”

When we parted, he said he was going back to his office and
become “nice” again. 

***
Oh, spare me – A school district in Arizona is adding a “fee”

to students’activity charges for parking. $5 a year. Can you believe
it? They have leased space from local churches for the parking lot,
will grade it, gravel it and put in spaces. They are going to number
them so each student has an assigned space. They will then patrol
the lot to enforce the rules. I doubt seriously if 50 cents a month
per space will cover their costs.

But that’s not my biggest concern. Schools are supposed to
teach our children. A good lesson would be what it costs to drive a
car. They already pay for gas, insurance, maintenance, and the car
itself, why shouldn’t they pay an appropriate amount for parking?

What I would do is charge them $20 a month to park on the
lot. If they didn’t want to pay it, let them find somewhere cheaper
to park. Collect the $20 each month ($15 if they pay quarterly).
Give them a lesson in economics and teach them how to save,
budget and the like.

Also, that way the school will have
enough money to actually pay for the
service they are providing the students.

What a concept.

he city of Escondido, CA, home of Parking
Today staffer Pat Restivo, is considering a
ban on overnight street parking. Their goal is
to reduce the number of families living in

houses in the area. 
The idea is that if you can’t park your car on the street, and

there is no room in the driveway or garage, you will go somewhere
else to live. HUH.  They say illegal immigrants are flooding homes
in some areas, living with relatives, and if they couldn’t park there,
they would move somewhere else.

Let’s see – many families are living in single-family
dwellings. They are living there illegally. They are in fact in the
country illegally. So how do we solve this problem?  Simple – we
take away their parking space. Oh, please.

If you don’t have the political courage to enforce the laws you
currently have, I can’t see how making a new one will help.

Now if you decide you want to have cleaner streets, less con-
gestion, a beautiful Menlo Park-like atmosphere in your commu-
nity, and you think that not having people park on the streets
overnight would do that, then so be it. But don’t blame the prob-
lem on illegal immigration.

I think a much better way to solve the problem is to charge for
on-street parking. Give each house a permit to put one car on the
street, then charge for all others. Generate money; let people make
the economic decision if they want to live where they have to pay
to park their cars.

Maybe a lot of driveways and garages will be cleaned out if
the occupants realize that the junk in place of their vehicles was
costing them a lot each month. Think of all the yard sales that
would crop up to get the places cleared out. Then the cars would
be off the street and in the garages. If not, pay or be towed. 

Certainly makes better sense in a town like Escondido than a
sweeping regulation to clear the streets. Parking is a valuable
resource that should be nurtured by cities, not destroyed.

This is a quality of life issue, and the money generated could
be used in the neighborhoods for parks, sidewalks, better law
enforcement, etc. etc. etc. Let the people who use the resource pay
for it, and pay to protect and preserve it.

***
“It’s not only the fact that a car overstays its time at a meter,

it’s the fact that it probably is unregistered, has not paid its road
taxes, and doesn’t meet minimum safety standards. In my opinion,
that car should be treated like any other piece of trash on the street
– picked up and disposed of.”

Over cokes and chips in a pizza parlor near Baker Street Tube
Station, a senior parking official in the UK was railing on the prob-
lems of enforcement. He asked that he not be identified as his
strong opinions might not be taken too kindly back at his office.

“There’s the story of the woman who drove a first-class
Range Rover. She thought that the sun shined out of her ear and

Point of View

T

Escondido, Baker
Street and Arizona …
BY JOHN VAN HORN

PT
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WHAT’S TRACKING YOUR PARKING REVENUE?
If your tenant leases include monthly parking, you need PARIS, (The Parker
Accounts Receivable Information System). PARIS is the premier billing and
receivables system built specifically for monthly parking.

With PARIS, you can easily:

• Ensure compliance with lease terms, including future rate escalations,
minimum billings (“must takes”) , and parker limits

• Ensure that all active garage access cards are being billed

• Automatically calculate prorations for new and terminating parkers

• Collect monthly payments through recurring
credit card charges and bank drafts

• Manage the waiting list for monthly parking

PARIS offers simplicity of use while delivering detailed, professional reports and
complete audit trails.

GENEVA: IntegraPark’s Geneva application uses data from your revenue
control system to track and analyze your operations, then posts the

financial results to your General Ledger system. Geneva is an
enterprise-wide revenue management system, built specifically for
the parking industry. Geneva provides bank account reconciliation,
calculates revenue budgets and rate projections, enables instant
analysis for upper management and clients, and eliminates tedious
spreadsheet reporting and duplicate data entry. 

For a demo please email us at: ruth.beaman@integrapark.com
or call 281.481.6101
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Industry Notes
Walter P. Moore has won a silver medal in the Water

Resources Category of the 2007 Engineering Excellence
Awards competition for its role in flood mitigation for the UT
Health Science Center’s Medical School Building. The com-
petition is sponsored by the Texas Council of Engineering
Companies. After a serious flooding in Houston – and subse-
quent loss of resources – the University of Texas Health
Science Center asked Walter P. Moore to develop a flood mit-
igation system for its Medical School Building. The resulting
perimeter berm and building improvements were designed to
be part of the landscape, providing features that protect from
flooding and enhance the campus experience. The project
team met the challenges that included incorporating 500-year-
flood protection, “green” considerations, extensive utilities
constraints, and the need to keep the building open during con-
struction without disrupting the occupants. 

Skidata, a member of the Swiss Kudelski Group and an
international leader in access management and ticketing, has
been selected to replace the parking management system at
Munich airport. The contract calls for the replacement of more
than 100 entrance and exit columns and about 70 pay-on-foot
machines. Twenty of the payment machines are designed
specifically for quick cashless payment. The project is sched-
uled to be completed by 2009. The first Skidata parking man-
agement system was installed at the then-new Munich airport
in 1992.

Skidata also has completed installation of a real-time
parking facility count system for Santa Monica, CA. Parkers
can find available spaces in the city’s lots and garages online
or through a text message to their cell phones. The lot avail-
ability also is displayed in real-time on signs at the entrance to
each facility.

DAP Technologies and JLT Mobile Computers have
merged to form Roper Mobile Technology
(www.ropermobile.com), a subsidiary of Roper Industries. The
Phoenix-based company specializes in rugged vehicle-mount
computers that are used worldwide in law enforcement, ware-
housing and construction. 

Amano and IntegraPark have partnered to integrate Inte-
graPark’s PARIS application for monthly parker billing and
receivables with the iParc access control system.  Integration
of these two systems eliminates duplicate data entry and
ensures that all active cards are being billed from a centralized
system.  For more information, visit www.IntegraPark.com or
www.amano.com.

Standard Parking Corporation announced that the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Baltimore has awarded it a multi-year
contract to manage and staff its parking operation. The
University has over 6,700 campus parking spaces in seven
garages and seven surface lots. In addition to its responsibili-
ties for UMB’s normal campus parking activity, the Company
will manage campus parking activity generated by Baltimore
Ravens and Baltimore Orioles home games, which are played
a few blocks away. “We are excited about providing our park-
ing management services at the University of Maryland, Balti-
more and look forward to working with the University to
achieve all of its parking-related goals and objectives,” noted
John W. Madden, Jr., Standard Parking’s Senior Vice President
of Operations.

McCarthy Building Cos. has been selected No. 1 among
the nation’s largest construction companies for the firm’s com-

Continued on Page 10
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Industry Notes

mitment to safety and health.  Selected as best in class in the
Building Division (more than one million work hours), McCarthy
received this recognition during the Associated General Contrac-
tors (AGC) 2007 Willis/AGC Construction Safety Excellence
Awards presentation at the national association’s recent annual
meeting in San Antonio. 

McCarthy also noted that it has completed the $19.8 million
Granada Garage and Office Building in Santa Barbara, CA. The
newly opened project has 572 parking spaces and includes nearly
10,000 square feet of office space. The office space is currently
being used by the city’s Transportation, Downtown Parking Ser-
vices and Environmental Departments.

In line with its commitment to developing high-performance,
environmentally friendly products, Valspar Flooring, a division
of Valspar Corp., has introduced UR-22 EnviroUltra WBU.  The
highly versatile, water-based urethane topcoat is designed for use
over epoxy (floor) or wall base coats in environments subjected
to chemical exposure and abrasive wear. The product meets cur-
rent VOC requirements for all 50 U.S. states. 

The Portland Cement Association (PCA) announced the
launch of the “Concrete Thinking” e-newsletter, a new resource
for architects, engineers, and members of the building industry
interested in sustainable development.  The free e-newsletter pro-
vides the latest news and information about the environmental
benefits of building with cement-based products, as well as real-
world examples of putting the products into use. View the latest
issue at www.concretethinker.com

Mike Feldman has been named Inside Accounts Manager at
Secura Key. He will play a major role in contacting and support-
ing existing and prospective customers with the goal of helping
them increase sales. Secura Key also launched its comprehensive
Product Technical Training Course, which is available to technical
and sales personnel on a bimonthly basis.  The course is offered at
the company’s corporate headquarters in Chatsworth, CA.

B.E.P.™ Forming Systems, Inc. announced today the
appointment of Michael Overturf of Overturf Enterprises, LLC as
their new independent sales representative. With over 20 years of
experience in the construction industry, Overturf brings a wealth
of knowledge and superior customer service to B.E.P. Forming
Systems. In his position, Overturf will be responsible for sales,
service and support to residential and commercial concrete con-
tractor customers in a nine-state region: Illinois, Iowa, Minneso-
ta, Missouri, Wisconsin, the western half of Indiana and the east-
ern halves of Kansas, Nebraska and South Dakota.

SLI Lighting, one of the world’s largest lighting manufactur-
ers, has introduced this year’s Lamp Catalog, featuring the new
SLI logo and updated design, to showcase its broad product offer-
ings for 2007.   The 68-page full-color catalog is arranged in sev-
en color-coded, comprehensive categories, including incandes-
cent, halogen, linear fluorescent, HID and specialty lamps. For
more information, visit www.sli-lighting-usa.com.

ARINC Incorporated announced that Brad Conner has joined
ARINC Managed Services (AMS) and will be focusing on
expanding the company’s new Parking Revenue and Control Sys-

from Page 8

Continued on Page 13
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