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It’s also reported that the job
market is booming, but there simply
aren't enough applicants for the
jobs. With unemployment under
5%, employers are looking for good
people. Most have jobs, and the second or third tier of
unemployed are now coming to the surface. If you are
good at what you do and want to change jobs, now is
probably the time.

As for the housing boom, or boomlet, or balloon,
there is doom and gloom on every corner. Prices can't
keep going up. Well, sure they can, as long as demand is
outstripping supply. And from what I can see, houses are
being built by the thousands in the ’burbs and people are
buying them. 

Why not? If you lock in a loan interest rate, can afford
to pay it and don't plan to sell, then so what? If the price
of your place fluctuates, then why do you care? The only
problem comes if you want to sell in the near future. Most
people can assume that their compensation is going to
increase over the years. So they will become more and
more comfortable in their homes. Those that got variable
rates better look out, because when interest rates do rise,
they could get the shaft, instead of the house.

Housing is sort of like stock, only better. As Warren
Buffett says, “Buy any 10 stocks, hold them for 30 years
and you are rich”. Same with housing. Everyone I know
who has kept their homes 15 years or more are beside
themselves with glee. Certainly there are pockets, some-
where, where prices are stable -- but I don't know where
they are.

A friend is quitting his job, selling and moving to the
countryside in Tennessee to retire. His home in California
will be bought by a young family with a professional
income, and he will retire in a great place to fish and play
golf. Plus, he will pay cash for his retirement home. Why?
He kept his house for 20 years and didn't move. Works
everywhere and every time.

We have a couple of additions to my favorite maga-
zine this month. Death by Parking is resurrected about 40
years later. Read about the exploits of Paul Manning and
his SON in Los Angeles in the 21st century.  Plus we've
added a new feature focusing on the groups I believe make
a huge difference in our industry, the state and regional
associations. Look for a page or so on them every month.
And you may have noticed last month, a new revenue
sleuth taking to the pages of PT. Consultant Larry Don-
aghue brings his hundreds of ways you can lose money in
garages through the eyes of his alter ego, DC McGuire.

Oh, this is our 100th issue. Can you
believe it? Lots of great history to
come next year during our 10th
anniversary celebration.

School, Katrina, and the Economy, Stupid
It seems that when we go back to school, everyone

starts to complain about parking at our nation’s universi-
ties. In most cases, it’s due to what they consider a "lack"
of convenient parking. 

Baby boomers’ grandkids are entering college and
need more space, so they build classrooms on surface
parking lots. They attempt to replace the parking with
structures, but that takes time and money, and usually
doesn’t keep pace with demand. 

Naturally, the parking is no longer close in, since the
close in spaces are taken for classrooms, so the new park-
ing is on the edge of campus, and all hell breaks loose
when students find they have to leave home earlier to get
to school in time to park and walk to class. 

The solution? Raise the cost of parking on campus to
meet the true cost of building and maintaining the park-
ing facilities. This will force those students who can't
afford the higher prices to take public transportation,
which will have plenty of riders and put on extra buses to
handle the problem. 

Or that's what would happen if the free market were
allowed to operate. 

Gee, if I remember correctly, I drove a Honda 50 when
I was in college, at least until my third year, when I had
enough seniority to get a parking pass. Most of the other
underclassmen either rode cycles or motorbikes. Perfect --
cheaper, quick, park anywhere... Oh yes, and when it
snowed, I walked 40 miles through 10 foot drifts just to
turn in my Poly Sci paper.

Got the following from Ed Urrutia of Denison Parking;
he lives in New Orleans: 

“I would say that the parking industry is totally shut
down for at least three months, and that could stretch
into six to eight months. 

“After that, one has to wonder how long it will take
for tourism and conventions to return. Those activities
drive a major portion of the local economy, including
hotel- and French Quarter-related parking. 

“I would venture to guess that it will be a year to
establish any sense of normalcy, and that parking demand
will suffer for quite some time after that.”

I also heard from Herb Anderson, a longtime New
Orleans resident and President of Imperial Parking. He
spent the first week after Hurricane Katrina with chain
saws, clearing trees from streets. Water wasn’t the only
problem in the area. 

I’m glad that all the dire predictions we were hearing
during the awful first days were so much hot air. Looks
like the Big Easy will be bouncing back sooner than any-
one thought. 

A report I receive periodically on executive recruit-
ment says that executive compensation is going up, up,
up: The economy is booming, profits are really up and
execs are exercising their stock options. Look for compen-
sation packages with restricted stock options to start see-
ing the light of day soon.

John Van Hornpoint of view
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industry notes

Officers of the New York Police Department (NYPD)
met with the National Parking Association recently to
introduce its Operation Nexus initiative. Operation Nexus
is a nationwide network of businesses and enterprises
joined in an effort to prevent another terrorist attack on
U.S. soil. The network includes more than 25,000 firms,
and is being joined nationwide by trade, business and
professional associations that have agreed to transmit the
initiative. To realize the goals of Operation Nexus -- ter-
rorism detection and prevention -- in the parking indus-
try, parking owners, operators and employees are encour-
aged to report unusual and/or suspicious activity that
might indicate a link to terrorism to local or federal
authorities and the NYPD through its counter-terrorism
hotline  at (888) NYC SAFE (692-7233).

Amano is pleased to announce the strategic alliance
between Amano Software Engineering (ASE USA, Inc.)
and one of its premier parking systems integrators Indus-
trial Time & Systems, Inc. (I-T-S). This new partnership
will strengthen Amano’s overall presence in delivering
and deploying their new advanced iParc enterprise park-
ing systems in the Northeastern Region of the country.
Affected I-T-S offices include but are not limited to the
New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts markets, offering consult-
ing, sales, installation, service, and support for Amano’s
next generation parking technology.  Amano and I-T-S

have completed nearly two dozen installations in the
Boston and New York Metropolitan areas.

Standard Parking Corp. has been awarded a five-year
contract to provide parking management and shuttle
services at University Circle in Cleveland, and a three-year
contract to provide a broad range of parking services at
two campuses for the University of Colorado at Denver
and Health Sciences Center in Denver. 

L. Dennis Burns, Vice President of Studies & Opera-
tions at Carl Walker Inc., has been elected to the Board
of Directors of the International Downtown Association
(IDA). Based in Washington, DC, the association is a
world leader and champion for vital and livable urban
centers and a guiding force in creating healthy and
dynamic centers that anchor the well-being of towns,
cities and regions throughout the world.

McCarthy Building Companies, one of the nation’s
leading builders of parking structures, recently began con-
struction on a 1,505-car parking structure at Mission Hos-
pital in Mission Viejo, CA. The $14 million parking struc-
ture is being built to accommodate vehicles for the hospi-
tal and for a five-level medical office building  being con-
structed next to the parking structure. PMB, a San Diego-
based developer, is developing the parking structure and
the medical office building.

Continued on Page 10
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AIMS: Parking Management Software
from EDC CORPORATION, parking experts since 1989

Reduce Your Lines with AIMS!
Have your parkers…
• Purchase permits on-line

• Join a waiting list

• Pay tickets on-line

• View account balances

• Schedule a hearing

…so your parking offi ce can
• Auto-invoice permits via credit card

• Notify parkers of lot closings, rate changes 

and more via email

• Email billing letters and statements

• Generate electronic reports

• Transfer data to other systems

Don’t forget additional AIMS features…

• 100+ Reports on Finances, 

Permits, Tickets

• Real-time fi le transfers

• Electronic ticket issuance

• Scoffl aw tracking

• Permit print on-demand

• Lot inventories

• Pro-rating

• Auto permit reassignment

All of this with a one-time license fee!
Want to learn more?

Visit our website:
www.edc-aim.com

Email us at:
sales@edc-aim.com

Call us at:
East Coast 800-886-6316

West Coast: 877-277-6771

Canada: 905-931-4085

EDC Parking Today 9-05.indd    1 9/1/05    3:58:04 PM
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Portland Cement Association's Education and
Training Department's spring course schedule contin-
ues PCA's commitment to offering seminars that
address current industry concerns and changes. Cours-
es use a combination of practicing professionals with
solid experience and the latest in simulations to enable
participants to master the skills they need. Heavy
emphasis is placed on discovering and understanding
real-world problems through laboratory experiences
that reinforce practical and immediate solutions. Reg-
istration is available online at www.cement.org/et.

Skidata Inc. announced that Rice University in
Houston, TX, successfully integrated its Skidata access
management software with the Boss Cars software and
database to enable complex access group configuration
management. “The goal was for Rice University to be
able to seamlessly manage access and revenue for
many different contract access group types,” said Kei-
th Lynch, Vice President of Vehicle Access. “We were
able to integrate with their new Boss Cars access man-
agement software to pull the unique access group
information into Skidata’s system to ensure changes
were implemented across the entire access control sys-
tem in real-time.” 

Also, Skidata Inc. and INEX Technologies,
announced the development of an LPR design specifi-
cation incorporating state-of-the-art LPR technology
from Zamir Recognition Systems. Integrating Zamir’s
InSignia computer imaging and recognition technolo-
gy with the Skidata APT 450 Parking and Revenue
Control System creates an innovative solution for
parking facilities across North America with the poten-
tial for global applications, the companies said.

Richard C. Rich, P.E., President of Rich and Asso-
ciates, announced that the firm has been hired by Bay
City and Royal Oak, MI, to conduct separate parking
demand and feasibility studies. The firm will conduct
extensive research to determine each city’s current and
future parking demand. It also will create long-term
parking plans to ensure that each city can meet its
downtown parking needs well into the future. 

The Haskell Company recently opened its Parking
Solutions Division within its Commercial Group to pro-
vide comprehensive parking solutions to its clients. The
company designed and built its first parking garage in
1986, and since then has completed 23 other projects,
totaling 26,000 spaces and a quarter of a billion dollars
in value. Don Kartzmark was promoted to Director of
the new division, which is in the company’s Commer-
cial Group. He had been acting director of project devel-
opment for Haskell’s San Marco Place condominium
job. James Reed was promoted to Director of Project
Development in the new division. He had been a Senior
Project Manager within the Commercial Group. Reed
said Haskell is working on four parking facility projects.
The company also announced that Jim Carlson has

from Page 8
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When you’re in charge of parking, you’re
responsible for a lot more than the name
implies. The new PowerPark FlexTM from 
T2 Systems allows you to integrate all of
your parking-related data using a single
browser-based platform.

Now you can manage functions that go
beyond “traditional” parking, including
accounts receivable, residential permits,
access cards, citations, towing, monthly
contract parking, and more. Choose the
functionality that best meets your 

current needs while seamlessly integrating
with other systems. All of your data
resides in one location and can be securely
accessed from anywhere. Plus, you have
the option to expand the system as 
your operation grows.  

We call it PowerPark Flex. 
You’ll call it the best 
thing to happen to your 
department in a very 
long time.

TO LEARN MORE, AND TO RECEIVE A FREE TEST DRIVE, PLEASE CALL 800-434-1502.

www.T2systems.com

J U S T  C A L L I N G  I T “ PA R K I N G”
I S  A  S ERI O U S  U N D ER S TAT EM EN T.
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been promoted to Director of the Commercial Division; he
had been acting leader of the General Commercial Divi-
sion.  And Bob Renaud has been promoted to Director of
Business Development and Marketing within the Commer-
cial Group; he had been Director of Business Development.

The Consulting Engineers Group is moving its Illinois
office to 601 W. Golf Road, Second Floor, Mount Prospect,
IL 60056. The phone and fax numbers remain the same. 

Glaval Bus kicked off its newest product with a dealer
meeting. General Manager Phil Hayes and Doug Wright,
Director of Sales and Marketing, hosted the Easy On bus
dealers to Elkhart, IN, for a personal look at the Easy On
low-floor bus. Its introduction marks an important point in
the shuttle bus industry, the company said. For the first
time, Glaval can offer a true low-floor easy-entry mid-sized
bus to a growing market looking for a bus where all passen-
gers are equal in terms of how they board. They enter the
bus via a ramp, even with mobility aids such as wheelchairs
and scooters, greatly reducing loading and unloading times.

Amano Cincinnati has relocated its California Sales
Office from Anaheim to Yorba Linda. The new address is
22619 Old Canal Road, Yorba Linda CA 92887. The new
phone number is (714) 282-3500.

Carrie Migliore, Executive Vice President of Pelco, the
Central California-based video security manufacturer, was
recently named Professional Business Woman of the Year
by the Clovis Chamber of Commerce at its 15th Annual
Salute to Business Awards. The luncheon ceremony draws
hundreds of business and civic leaders from throughout the
community each year.

Peel Airports Group, which owns some of the UK’s
fastest-growing regional airports, is expanding its use of
ts.com service ticketing solutions to meet increased cus-
tomer demand. The group will use the system to offer
online booking for its car parks at Durham Tees Valley Air-
port and Robin Hood Airport Doncaster Sheffield. The serv-
ice is in use at the Liverpool John Lennon Airport. 

Finfrock Design-Manufacture-Construct, together
with NDC Development, has been selected to provide
design-build services to Bradenton, FL, for a parking struc-
ture in support of the city’s Judicial Center. The four-level
(three elevated) garage will accommodate 517 vehicles,
and has commercial space planned for the ground floor.
Custom forms will be used to incorporate the cornice into
the structural concrete. Fawley Bryant, Architect is the
Program Architect for the city. 

Finfrock also has contracted to provide design-build
services for an addition to a garage at Orlando (FL)
Regional Healthcare. The six elevated levels contain 838
spaces. The company also worked on the original garage.

Both projects are expected to be completed in spring
2006.

The Phoenix-based Post-Tensioning Institute (PTI)
has added Pawan R. Gupta, Ph.D., to its staff as Technical
Director. Gupta will develop, oversee, manage and market
PTI's Engineering Publications & Software; become staff
liaison for many PTI Technical Committees; be responsi-
ble for PTI's educational programs for engineers, students
and other specifiers; and provide technical support to
members and the industry for post-tensioned design. He
also will serve as Editor of the PTI Technical Journal.

The high-tech parking management program that lets
freeway drivers know instantly exactly how much parking
is available at a BART District station in Oakland, CA, and
then allows them to reserve a parking space via mobile
phone or the Internet, was presented Best of ITS award at
ITS America's 15th Annual Meeting and Exposition held
in May. California PATH won in the Research Category for its
Smart Parking project, in collaboration with the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), the Bay Area Rapid
Transit Authority (BART), the California Center for Innovative
Transportation (CCIT), California Partners for Advanced Transit
and Highways (PATH), Parking Carina, Quixote Corp. and the
University of California, Berkeley.

Miti Manufacturing has moved to a new location at
545 31 Road, Grand Junction, CO 81504. Its phone num-
ber is (970) 243-9500 and fax number is (970) 243-9200.

from Page 10
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Owner Takes Exception
Editor, Parking Today:

I read with interest Robert Caplin's recent article devot-
ed to parking as a real estate play and noted that he took
the trouble to point out the Prussian family's activities in
the Chicago market. Caplin goes on to imply that the
garages produced in the era were dark, uninviting, etc.

Inasmuch as I am not much given to self-promotion, I
did not send you the enclosed, which was published some
months ago. The article deals with the redeeming features
of many of Chicago's parking garages, and was written by
Blair Kamin, the architectural critic of the Chicago Tribune,
one of the top architectural critics in the country.

I trust that this article puts the state of Chicago parking
facilities -- during the 50 years that we have been involved -
- in proper perspective. 

I enjoy your publication.

Best regards,
Gordon S. Prussian 

We couldn’t agree more. PT has published numerous articles
that have featured the technological leadership of General’s
garages in Chicago, including but not limited to their leader-
ship in pay-on-foot and credit card usage. Their garages are
clean, well-lighted and modern. Caplin may have mistaken
garages “run” by General Parking with garages built and
owned by the company. Editor

letters

PT
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