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parked in a lot nearby and she was commenting on how the
gates were up and it was free. Huh?

Son and I realized that she had missed the pay-and-dis-
play equipment, so to forestall a ticket, I went over to deal
with the problem. I approached the P and D machine, and
when I pushed the button, I realized I was in a pay-by-space
location. Sure enough, there were numbers at every space.

However, I had another problem. I had no clue what the
ex-wife’s car looks like. So I wandered around testing key
after Honda key in all the Hondas – I was successful on the
first one (OK, I knew it was a mini-van). It was in space 129.

I went back to the machine, input the number, put in the
money and got a receipt. On the receipt, it told me to put it
face side up on the dashboard of the car. Say what? I had
input the space, so why did I need to also return to the car
and put the receipt on the dash?

Then it hit me: It was a one-pay, all-day lot. No matter
how long I stayed, I paid the same amount. So if I were there
for an hour and left, the P by S machine would show the
space paid and the subsequent parker would get to park for
free. So, the machine should in fact be pay-and-display.
There was no need for the space number. At least I couldn’t
understand it.

Virtually every new parker at the lot had to go to the
machine, then back to their car to get the space number and
then back to the machine. There were signs but they were
small, and no one seemed to read them.

Maybe someone from the city of Santa Monica or some-
where can tell us why both requirements were placed on
their customers. 

I have one possible reason: The city bought a pay-by-
space machine but discovered the problem with the all-day
rate and “fixed” it by simply adding the line “Place this
receipt on your dashboard” to the printing on the ticket
issued by the machine. If that’s the case, it’s a good, quick,
cheap fix.

When I got back to the lunch, ex-wife proudly told me
that if I had asked, she knew the space number. 

Read all the PT Parking Blog postings, arguments and comments
daily by logging on to www.parkingtoday.com and clicking on PT
Blog. 

See us at the IPI Booth #1041

PT

15,000 parking pros 
see PT Classifieds

each month in Print – 
another 12,500

see them online.
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hen land is scarce and parking necessary,
necessity is truly the mother of invention.
In this case, as it is with so many loca-
tions in Manhattan and other downtown

areas, the goal was to squeeze as many cars as possible
in the small available space. 

Parking lifts have been around for
many years. Although the technology
has improved, the theory is the same.
Drive a car on the lift. Use hydraulics to
lift the car. Put a second car under the
first. You double the number of cars you
can put on a surface lot and double your
revenue.

The issue is also one of speed. These simple yet effective
machines can be installed quickly, without footings or foundations,
and with little effort. These lifts are not permanent fixtures and can
be easily relocated.

All these possibilities went through the minds of management
at Bellevue Hospital Center in New York City when they lost their
north parking lot next to the hospital to redevelopment. They real-
ized that the new building was taking convenient parking from

more than 300 doctors and nurses, and there was no available
parking elsewhere.

The smaller south parking lot had a capacity of about 100 cars
with 36 double lifts, but it was filled to capacity. 

The solution was to replace the double car stackers on the
south lot with four rows of quadruple car stackers, two deep each

side. This would turn it into a
respectable 300-car lot on a very small
area. 

With the help and funding of the
Economic Development Corp. of NYC,
a decision was quickly reached. The
equipment was ordered, designed,
installed and functioning in less than

five months – a fraction of the time it would have taken for a con-
ventional garage and at a fraction of the cost. The complete pack-
age, installed, was less than $5,000 a space.

In addition, the hospital went “green” on this project,
installing the first fully electric four-high car stackers in the U.S.
This innovative equipment eliminates spillage or leakage from
hydraulic fluid normally found in conventional car stackers. These
machines – designed, manufactured and installed by Park Plus Inc.
– are referred to as part of their “valet” range of equipment. The

Bellevue Hospital Turns
Into 272, and in Only Fiv

W
The hospital went
“green” on this project.

BY JVH

Electric stackers, four high and two deep, turned 68 spaces into 272.
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parker simply drops off the car, and the staff at the lot takes it from
there. The cars are stacked in the system based on when the owner
is due to return, with all-day parkers on the higher levels at the
back and the short-term parkers given the front spots. 

Raphael LaVerte, manager of the parking lot, told Parking
Today that locating the cars is a bit of an art. “After a few days,
you get a feel for when regular customers come and go. In this
facility, most cars are from employees and we know exactly when
they are returning. There are a few daily and some transient park-
ers whose cars may not even be placed on the lifts.”

The cars are safe and secure on the lifts, he said. When the car
reaches its proper level, the platform carrying it is locked into
place. The cars below it must be removed before high-tech laser
beams allow the upper ones to be moved. 

“These systems protect the cars from  damage – no dings in
doors as when cars are parked on surface lots,” LaVerte said. “Nat-
urally, when parking on standard surface lots, we try to put them
as close together as possible. There will be a ‘ding’ from time to
time. It happens. But it can’t happen with these machines. Each
car has its own slot, safe and secure.” 

“There were some existing double car stackers on the site,”
said Eric Webb, VP for Park Plus. “The hospital asked us to store
them until a small parcel of land nearby became available and they
could be put back into use. That’s the beauty of the Park Plus dou-
ble car stackers: They can be used in a permanent installation or
provide a short-term solution.”

“This is important in an area where there is little vacant land
and a lot of expansion,” Webb said. “There just wasn’t the room

for a conventional garage, and there wasn’t time to build it.”
The parking lifts come in various configurations. “We have a

semi-automatic lift sliding system that stores nine vehicles, on the
footprint of three cars, at a local Mercedes dealership,” Webb said.
“This equipment allows the retrieval of vehicles stacked up to five
cars high without removing any cars. In this case, each car is pre-
sented at a push of a button.”

For more information on the company, log on to www.parkplusinc.com.

s 68 Spaces
Five Months

PT

Facility Manager Raphael LaVerte retrieves a customer’s vehicle.
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he quotes on this page were just a few of
those that brought Parking Today to the
point of a brand-new idea: having smaller
seminars in multiple cities at the same time.

The same speakers would present in each city – some
live, others live on the Internet, projected for all to
see. The technology is there, so why not?

“Park Across America solves all the issues mentioned
above,” says Andy Van Horn, director of operations for Bri-
cepac, PT’s parent and the organizer of the event. “People
don’t have to travel a long distance, good speakers can be heard
in many locations, and the networking is local. It covers all the
bases.”

Park Across America (PAA) will be held this month in New
York, Chicago, San Francisco and Seattle. Interconnected by
high-tech CCTV and the Internet, participants in each city will
be able to participate in the discussions, ask questions, see the
presentations and network with their peers.

Designed for parking staff at the senior level, PAA has five
seminars covering all aspects of the business. 

Rick West will lead a panel of high-level financiers and will
discuss the issues of selling or leasing your parking assets to the
private sector. Panelists include investment bankers, consult-
ants and a parking operator – all who have lived through the
process. PAA participants will have the opportunity to find out
how to start the process, and what can happen after it’s over.

Dennis Cunning will speak on revenue control and audit-
ing. He pulls no punches, and is proud to be one of the most dis-
liked people by attendants, some garage managers and back-
office staff. The information from this seminar alone will pay
for the cost of attending, many times over.

Blake Laufer and Jason Wolfgang will hold forth on credit
cards. You may not know it, but there is an 800 pound gorilla in
the room, and it is Visa. You are potentially liable for the way
you handle credit card information. A major parking operator

has already been fined and the number was in six figures. Learn
where you need to go and what you need to do to protect your
company. It’s not just your vendor’s problem.

Chuck Cullen has run the parking in a major city (Cincin-
nati), taught parking theory for the IPI, presented at PIE, and
consulted on some of the major parking operations in the coun-

try. He will bring information about operations that will save
you money while increasing your customer service. Whether it’s
as simple as replacing a light bulb or as complex as replacing a
million dollars worth of equipment, this seminar will address
your shortcomings, and tell you how to fix them.

Rick Choate calls them “parking buildings.” He is an archi-
tect and has supervised the construction of hundreds of them.
He knows what can go wrong, what will go wrong, and how to
fix the problems. Even if you aren’t considering building a park-
ing structure today, you may be involved in the process in the
future. This seminar will start you in the right direction.

Networking is an overused word. At Park Across America,
it’s called speed-networking. You get three minutes and then go
on to the next person. There’s time enough to be introduced and
to exchange contact information and a bit about what you do.
No need to worry about who has to say the first word or how to
start the conversation. It’s quick and easy, and you fill your
Rolodex with the names and addresses of people who may have
a solution to your problems.

Check out the PAA program on the next three pages. 
You can register online at www.parkingtoday.com.

T

“Our surveys showed that people
didn’t have the time, or often the
budget, to go to big national trade
and training conferences. They
felt that what they received simply
wasn’t worth the expense.”

“Most of the information was a
rehash of previous seminars, the
speakers were similar, the
information was tainted.”

“I would love to bring some of
my middle-level people, but I
can’t afford to send them
halfway across the country for a
couple of days. The money is one
thing, but I don’t want to be
without them for nearly a week,
counting travel time.”

“Well, I guess some of the semi-
nars are good and the networking
is great, but I have problems here
in San Francisco and would like to
get better acquainted with folks
here, not in Chicago or DC or
Tampa.”

A New Approach to Parking Seminars 

PT
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orman Y. Mineta, the
longest-serving Trans-
portation Secretary in
the history of the
Department, is sched-

uled to open the IPI Conference &
Exposition that runs May 20-23 in
Tampa, FL. 

Mineta was the
first Asian-Ameri-
can Cabinet member
during the Clinton
administration and
the first to switch
directly from a
Democratic to a
Republican Cabinet,

while maintaining his affiliation with the
Democratic Party. Chosen by President
George W. Bush, he became the 14th
Secretary of Transportation on Jan. 25,
2001. In December 2004, Mineta accept-

ed Bush’s invitation to continue service
in the Cabinet during his second term. 

At the Department of Transporta-
tion, Secretary Mineta delivered on the
president’s historic commitment to safe-
ty. During his first four years as secre-
tary, America achieved the lowest vehi-
cle fatality rate ever recorded, the high-
est safety-belt usage rate ever recorded,
and the lowest rail fatality level ever
recorded. He has overseen the safest
three-year period in aviation history. 

Secretary Mineta also was instru-
mental in persuading every state in the
country to set a blood alcohol rate at .08
percent, an alcohol level that has proved
to be effective in preventing automobile
crashes and improving safety.

Before joining the Bush administra-
tion, Mineta served as Secretary of Com-
merce under Clinton. Before that, he was
vice president of the Lockheed Martin
Corp. 

From 1975 to 1995, Mineta was a

congressman representing the heart of
California’s Silicon Valley. Then-Rep.
Mineta was known for his dedication to
the people of his district, for consensus
building among his colleagues and for
forging public-private partnerships. His
legislative and policy agenda was wide

N Exhibit Hall Hours

Sunday, May 20

10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Monday, May 21

9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

and 4 - 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 22

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Mineta to be Keynote Speaker
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See us at the IPI Booth #311

and varied, including major projects in
the areas of economic development,
science and technology, trade, trans-
portation, the environment, intelli-
gence, the budget and civil rights. He
co-founded the Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus and served as
its first chair.

IPI Trade Show Features
Technology

Imagine the future of the parking
industry spread out before you. That’s
what you can expect to experience at
IPI’s “Expanding the Synergy of Tech-
nology” conference and exposition.
You’ll be able to see for yourself the
new direction of technology by suppli-
ers/competitors. You’ll have access to
visionaries and leaders describing the
possibilities ahead. You’ll be able to
share challenges, ideas and solutions
with colleagues and peers.

The conference experience also

includes diversified educational and
technical sessions, along with open
discussion forums and apples-to-apples
comparisons on various forms of tech-
nology. The exposition complements
the conference experience by bringing
the latest technology available for you
to touch, see and experience – all under
one roof!

One thousand people are expected
at the IPI event, which is being held at
the Tampa Convention Center. It kicks
off Saturday, May 19, with the tradi-
tional golf tournament. Secretary
Mineta, the keynote speaker, opens the
General Session at 9 a.m. Sunday, May
20, followed by the trade show open-
ing at 10 a.m. The event runs through
Wednesday, May 23.

For more information and to register, go
to the IPI web site at www.parking.org.

PT

er at IPI Conference Parking Today
reaches over

25,000 Parking
Professionals
Each Month.
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BY PETER GUEST

NOTES FROM BIG BEN …

nother day, another dollar, and I am still
splitting my time between “The Old Coun-
try” and Abu Dhabi, the “Land of Sand,” as
we pursue what is probably the biggest sin-

gle parking project to bring something like 70,000
street-parking spaces under
control. 

We started last year with just
about 1,000 spaces in a small area
acting as a pilot/test bed to sort how
things could be done, but the people
here decided to move straight to the
main event, and we have just pre-
qualified bidders to operate the
whole city. 

The numbers are truly frightening. Starting from a clean sheet
of paper, we want to set up a complete city parking management
program. That will require 3,000 to 4,000 pay-and-display
machines; fines management; a residents’ permit program; tow
trucks and boots; a parking management system, including a
mobile phone payment system; and hundreds of parking wardens

– all established from nothing in two years, if the city gets its way. 
What will this cost? We think more than $50 million a year to

operate. What will it earn? It could easily top $500 million. Not a
bad return if we get it right; a disaster if we get it wrong. Watch
this space.

Dumb and Dumber
Valet parking has never really

caught on in the U.K. People seem
to be reluctant to hand over their car
to a valet. So we tend to want to
park our own cars, rather than give
these precious items into the even
temporary care of a stranger. Apart
from a few up-market hotels and

restaurants, the only place that valet parking has had any impact is
at airports, where off-airport parking companies offer a collect-
and-deliver service. 

A story that caught my eye was of a woman who was flying
out of Gatwick Airport south of London for a week. Rather than
pay the $25 a day to park on the airport, she searched the Internet
and found a company that, for less than $100, would collect her

A
You’re probably thinking
about now that the car was
never seen again. 

‘Land of Sand’
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car at the airport, park it off-site in a secure
compound for the week and then bring it
back to her when she returned. 

This was too good a deal to miss, and so
she duly made the arrangements and turned
up at the airport to hand over the keys to her
high-spec Audi and $80 in cash to a man
who met her at the airport. 

You’re probably thinking about now
that the car was never seen again, Oh Ye of
Little Faith! When she returned a week later,
the car was there to meet her, but with some
rather obvious accident damage. The compa-
ny was very apologetic, the driver had skid-
ded on ice on the way to their compound, it
was winter, and they of course would cover
the repair bill. 

However, the next day the woman
found that the CDs in the car were definitely
not hers (she was into Vivaldi, these were
hip-hop). Then she found that the “chauf-
feur” had left her a little something extra in
the glove compartment – his stash of grass.
The killer, however, came when the local
police sent her a letter telling her that she
would be prosecuted for being involved in a
hit-and-run accident. 

Subsequent journalistic investigation
showed that the “secure” compound was, in

See us at the IPI Booth #722

Continued on Page 48 Parking in Abu Dhabi
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of professional training and formal qualifications for our new pro-
fessionals.

Parkex 
And, finally, a plug for the British Parking Association’s show

– Parkex 2007 – which will be held April 17-19 at Birmingham.
This certainly is the biggest show dedicated to parking in Europe.
Parkex 2007 will showcase the major suppliers in the European
parking industry and, I understand, will be used to launch a num-
ber of new products and services. 

It seems to me that many U.S. cities are changing or thinking
of changing from the traditional parking meter to pay-and-display
meters, where one machine is used to control many spaces by issu-
ing a ticket that is placed in the car. We have more than 25 years’
experience with these systems, and if this is on your agenda, I real-
ly would encourage you to come to Birmingham and share in our
experience. 

All the major manufacturers will be there, plus many parking
managers who can give you an inside view of the good, the bad
and the ugly. Hope to see you there.  I will be happy to say hello
on the British Parking Association stand.

Peter Guest, PT’s correspondent on all things Europe and Middle East,
can be reached at peterguest@parking1.freeserve.co.uk. He is a 
consultant in the U.K. and president of the British Parking Association.

fact, a back street in an industrial area, and when the journalist left
the company with a tagged car, it was driven at more than 100 mph
in a 70 mph limit seven times in the week that the company had it.

Just goes to show you get what you pay for, and this story has
not progressed the cause of valet parking here.

Institute of Parking Professionals
The industry here in the U.K. is, I suspect, quite different from

yours in that it has historically been dominated by municipal park-
ing activities (some suggest 90%) where a professional and busi-
ness-like approach has been fairly low on the agenda. 

For many  government councils, parking has been operated as
an amenity, rather than a business, just like the public toilets, and
so the approach has been “minimum cost.” The picture is now
changing as the cities begin to realize that far from being a nui-
sance, parking is the goose that lays the golden egg and continues
to do so year after year. 

This has led to a gradual lift in the professional standards of
our staff, and this year at the Parkex show, we will formally launch
the U.K. Institute of Parking Professionals and establish a profes-
sional institution for our people. 

This will be a first in Europe, and I am looking forward to a
future where we will see “Member of the Institute of Parking Pro-
fessionals” at an appropriate level as a necessary qualification to
work in our industry.

In parallel with this, we also are launching a board, which we
call the Sector Skills Board, which will oversee the development

‘Land of Sand’
from Page 47

PT
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WHERE IN THE                 IS

WORLD      JVH?

ach month, readers are
able to send us their solu-
tions to the puzzle from a
link on our Web site

(there’ll be more clues there, too.)
The monthly winners will receive: 

1. A “PT the Auditor” T-shirt. 
2. Recognition in the next issue of

Parking Today.

3. Placement in a drawing to win an
Apple iPod 
(one presented each month).
PLUS – Every winner will go into a

GIANT Sweepstakes Drawing. The con-

E

PT’s wandering editor may show up most anywhere in the world. In the past six months, he has
been in England, Ireland, Canada, Scotland, Washington, DC, San Francisco, Seattle, Las Vegas,
Chicago, Dallas, Phoenix, San Diego, Indianapolis, Milwaukee and Philadelphia – and he did drop in
at his house once or twice in the Mar Vista area of Los Angeles.

test will run 10 months, through June
2007. In July 2007, one name will be
drawn and the grand prize winner will
receive: 

A one-week all-expenses-paid
vacation for two to Hawaii or
Las Vegas, or a cruise in the
Caribbean. You get to choose.

Can you figure out Where in the
World Is JVH? Check out the picture at
bottom left and then go online to 
www.parkingtoday.com – click on
“Where in the World,” read some more
clues, then enter the contest and win.

Clue for where in the world this is:
This is so easy it’s embarrassing …
This structure is the tallest in the area, if not in the state (or is that province?).
It’s surrounded by convention centers, hotels and tourist attractions. There’s even

a very large lake nearby.
The winner will name the structure and the hotel.
For more clues and to enter, log on to www.parkingtoday.com and click on

“Where in the World.”

www.parkingtoday.com

From February

All these winners will be placed in a pool for a final drawing
to be held in June for a trip to Las Vegas, the Caribbean, or
Hawaii.

Winners From February

Yes, it’s La Jolla, CA. 
As one winning entrant said: “La Jolla, population 43,000, is
situated within the city of San Diego. Promoters claim the
name comes from the Spanish la joya meaning the jewel.
The University of California San Diego, the Scripps Institu-
tion of Oceanography, the Salk Institute and the San Diego
Supercomputer Center are located in La Jolla. JVH may be
standing on Girard Avenue.” (And, yes, it is Girard.)

Did anyone notice that the cover photo in February also is in
La Jolla? 

The winners:

Delora Siebrecht
IPOD
City of Urbana

Mike Cummings
President Casino

Deborah Coe
Standard Parking

Michel Medina
Standard Parking

Sharon Kauffman
Erie Parking
Authority

Kirstin Gulbransen
Verrus

Dave Homerding
Weathersure
Systems,Inc

Tim Horsfield
City of Dubuque

Timothy Sembach
Downers Grove
Police Department

Nancy Uveges
PNS, Inc

Donna Parks DuBois
HealthCare Parking
Systems

Dale Aymond
Logic 1 Sales

Barbara Chance
CHANCE
Management
Advisors, Inc.

Adam Sanchez
New York

Nate Jones
City of Renton

Lynne Schumal
Advanced Parking
Solutions

Daniel Rozenblit
City of Miami Beach
Parking Dept.

Sarah McKenna
Spokane. WA

Shauna Campbell
J.J. MacKay Canada
Limited

Jared Svendsen
Sunset Parking

Elvin Galindo
City of Los Angeles

Annaka Norris
Rich and Associates

Chuck Reedstrom
Carter & Burgess

Steve Sawyer
City of Santa Cruz

Jeff Hufnagel
Diamond Parking

David Garner
Classic Parking Inc

Rachel Tracy
Thompson
Grant Medical
Center - OhioHealth

John Lee
Cemstone Products
Company

Jim Myhers
San Diego County
Regional Airport
Authority

James Johnson
James L Johnson
Associates, Inc.

Don Leichtling
North Park, San
Deigo, Ca

Brian Clark
J.J.MacKay Canada

Wendy George
MacKay Meters

Seyem Petrites
University of
California, Institute
of Transportation
Studies 

John O'Neill
City of Beaufort

J.T. Newell
Parking Authority,
Ladson, South
Carolina

Holly Imler
City of Pasadena
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DEATH BYDEATH BY
By JVH

And So it Ends …
They say your life flashes in front of your eyes just before you die. I’ve always wondered how they know. Think about it.
I’m Paul Manning, and I’ve been a PI in L.A. for more than four decades. I’ve seen the city change and grow. I’ve lived
through fires, floods, earthquakes, riots and even the odd Academy Award ceremony. This is a great city, a vibrant city,
a true city of the world. It’s also a great city for cruising.
Take a drive down Sunset to the sea, or up PCH (that’s Pacific Coast Highway) to Malibu. Drive down La Cienega or up
Melrose. Spend the afternoon at the Third Street Promenade in Santa Monica or have a leisurely lunch at the
Cheesecake Factory in the Marina. You can shop in Beverly Hills, or at the Grove. You can eat at the Farmers Market
and, of course take your kids to nearby Disneyland, Knotts or Universal. 
You can immerse yourself in any culture you choose, whether it’s Chinese, Jewish, Vietnamese, Mexican or Russian. We
have Persians (well, that’s what they call themselves here), Ethiopians, Japanese, Koreans and, yes, even a Canadian or
two, particularly in the winter. This is the most international city on earth. And it’s wonderful. 
Unless, you happen to be riding down Mulholland Drive at 9 p.m. with a gun in your neck, absolutely certain that, at the
end of the drive, you, along with your wife, are gong to be shot. How I got to this point in the road turns the tale …

Complete Systems Integration 
for Parking...and Beyond.

PARC Group is the leading network of systems integrators in the parking 
industry, and your one-stop resource for the design, contract, installation 
and service for all of your access control systems.

From parking control to a customized integrated system, we can help you 
achieve your goals.

28 locations across the US, Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean

Find your local integrator at www.parcgroup.com.

See us at the IPI Booth #619, 621
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BY PARKINGBY PARKING
take effect. Betty wasn’t used to this. LaFlonza and Smith did all this
type of work. Betty had been the contact with the East Coast. I
thought that if I could somehow use that to my advantage ... 

“Three murders, and you get off scot-free,” I told her. “And, of
course, if something goes wrong, you just let Maria take the fall like
she did for you the last time. Must be nice, Maria, having to live with
that. You are second rate as an actress and now you play second fid-
dle to Betty.”

“Shut up, Paul,” Betty screamed. “Just drive.”
We had reached the gate that led to the dirt portion of Mulhol-

land Drive and Smith’s hideout. Betty got out and unlocked and
opened the gate. Then she opened the driver’s-side door and told me
to move over. She would drive. 

“Keep a gun on Paul, William. If he so much as twitches, shoot
him, and Shirley, too.”

Betty was getting increasingly out of control. We were taking
the dirt road far too fast. I buckled my seat belt and made sure Shirley
had, too. 

As we neared Smith’s mansion, Maria said in a low voice: “You

Episode II

The 

Rendezvous

y son, Paul – he’s my partner in the detect-
ing business – and I were interviewing a
new client, Grace Lundquist, when she was
shot. Paulo saved her life and is quickly

becoming romantically involved with the beautiful
blonde.

Her shooting led us to the parking business, and a crooked oper-
ator who actually is in cahoots with some rather shady characters
from New Jersey.

It started nearly 40 years ago when I put a mob boss in jail. She
was a B-grade actress named Maria LaFlonza and went to prison for
murder. She was released on good behavior and was back in the busi-
ness. Her current partner is a creep named William Francis Smith. 

Paulo and I tripped over them while we were looking for the gun-
sel who broke the window of my office in the process of shooting
Grace. Smith was a wheeler-dealer in politics downtown and had
caused our PI licenses to be revoked. We were operating without a net.

While rescuing Paulo, who had been kidnapped by these two
cretins, I got the surprise of my life. My original client in that first

M
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case years ago, Betty Beeson, turned out to be the niece of a mob
boss from back east, and she was actually running the entire L.A.
operation. I had been had, and had good.

Betty was holding the gun that was pressed into my neck. The
other passengers were my wife, Shirley; LaFlonza, Smith and Mar-
ilyn North, an auditor who seemed to be on the up-and-up but ...  

Shirley and I had been waylaid at our home in the Hollywood
Hills and were being taken “for a ride.” Betty meant business. Her
words before we got into the car: “I think it’s time to end this
chapter in our lives once and for all.” And I had no doubt what
that meant.

We were heading to Smith’s palatial hideout in the Santa
Monica Mountains off Mulholland Drive above Woodland Hills. I
was driving, with Betty seated behind me holding a gun. Shirley
was next to me in the front seat. LaFlonza and Smith were in sec-
ond row of seats next to Betty; Smith had a gun on North, who
was in the jump-seat in the back. The jury was out as to whose
side she was on. Based on the situation, I expected she would
probably side with whomever didn’t shoot her. 

Betty was getting more and more wired as we neared Smith’s
mansion. She talks tough, but I think she usually has her lieu-
tenants carry out the dirty work. I doubted if she had ever pulled
the trigger herself.

“Come on, Paul, hit the gas,” Betty said “Let’s get this over
with. Maria, when we get there, you and William take them out
back and finish the job. I’ll call my assistants, and they can come
up and clean up afterwards.”

I was looking for a way out but didn’t see one. 
“Paul, you have been meddling in my life since the early

’60s,” Betty said. “I can’t have you continuing to upset my busi-
ness. My uncle expects me to take action, and I know how he
expects problems like you to be solved.”

The pressure of what was about to happen was beginning to

Continued on Page 52
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really wouldn’t let me take another fall, would you, Betty? I don’t
want to go back to prison.”

“Shut up,” Betty said. “You were well-compensated for your lit-
tle vacation. We’ll look out for you.”

A minute later, I was deafened by a shot that sounded as if it had
come from a gun six inches from my ear. The SUV started to careen
toward a drop-off straight ahead. 

The last thing I remembered was another shot. Fade to black.
When I came to, I could hear the SUV’s horn blowing. Betty

was draped across the driver’s airbag and the steering wheel. Her
body was pressing against the horn. We had gone over a low cliff and
rammed against a dirt berm. Everyone was out cold – Betty was the
coldest. There was a bullet wound in her temple. Nothing to be done
there. The second  “shot” turned out to be the airbag.

I checked Shirley and she was breathing. As I turned to check
out the gang in the back, the passenger door jerked open. It was
Paulo. He had spotted the SUV and followed us.

“Dad, Mom, you OK?”
“We’re fine – check the back seats and get the guns from Smith

and LaFlonza.”
I pulled Betty off the horn. The silence was wonderful. 
Shirley began to stir and told me she was OK. We left Betty

where she was, and we climbed out. Paulo had gotten the passengers
in the back under control. 

At that moment, the cavalry arrived. My best friend Bill Vose of
the LAPD and its SWAT unit had been called by Paulo and were all
over the scene.

But what had happened? Who shot Betty Beeson? 
Did Smith see an opportunity to take over the operation? Had

LaFlonza just had too much? Did North change sides and grab a gun?
But why pick that moment? It was a desperate move. We all could
have been killed. Paulo wasn’t too careful when he took the guns
from the dazed duo in the back, and we didn’t know which gun
belonged to whom.

I caught LaFlonza’s eye as they put her in the back of a black
and white. There was determination, but also a slight glint. She fixed
on me for just a moment, but it was enough. 

––
The next afternoon, we were sitting on Paulo’s front deck. The

Venice (California, that is) canals were beautiful. The sun was per-
fect. Just another day in paradise.

Grace was holding Paulo’s hand, and it looked as if she 
wasn’t going to let go. Bill and I each had a glass of 18-year-old
Laphroaig, and Shirley was nursing her chardonnay. 

“They have clammed up,” Bill said. “No one is saying anything.
There are lawyers everywhere. I’m not certain we will ever sort out
who shot Betty.”

“I don’t think that’s important,”  I said. “They will all go down
for the count.”

There was a buzzing on the table. It was Paulo’s cell. He
answered. After listening a few minutes, he smiled and shot me a
look. Manning and Son Investigations was back in business. I won-
der if it would be a blonde.

Paul Manning and his crew will return this summer in the next edition
of Death by Parking: “The Phantom Parker.”
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